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Re ProposedNewandUpdatedRulesfor MeasurementandNumericalSoundEmission ç~C)
Standards/ Amendmentsto 35 III. Adm. Code901 and910I DocketR03-9~
FinalComments

DearMs. Gunn:

The following final commentsaresubmittedby theIllinois AssociationofAggregateProducers
(IAAP), in accordancewith HearingTipsord’sNovember29, 2004order enteredin the above-
referencedrulemaking.

Blasting operationsat aggregatemines are regulatedby the Illinois Departmentof Natural
Resources(IDNR) in accordancewith theSection65 of theSurfaceMined-LandConservation
andReclamationAct (215ILCS 7 15/6 5) JDNRhaspromulgatedregulationsthat subjectthese
blastmgoperationsto air blastor groundvibrationmonitoring,or both, asnecessaryto prevent
propertydamageandprotectpublic safety

Both IDNR and IAAP membersemploy highly trained seismographoperatorsto monitor air
blasts and ground vibrations at quarries, as required by State law. These personneluse
seismographswith a low frequencyresponseof 2.0 Hertz. As outlined in Dane Tittman’s
November4, 2005 testimony,2.0 Hertz instrumentsare the industry standardfor monitoring
quarryblasting. (HearingTranscript,pp.16,40-41). Mr. Tittman alsotestifiedthat the 133 dB
maximumairoverpressurelimit in IDNR’s rulesis a limit employednationallyto limit air blast
damagefromthedetonationofexplosives.(HearingTranscript,pp.16-17,39-40,42).

IDNR regulationsdo anexcellentjob protectingthegeneralpublic from theimpactsof air over
pressurethat result from quarry blasting. Therefore,the IAAP respectfullysubmits that the
Illinois Pollution ControlBoard’srules should be amendedto deferto IDNR’s enforcementof
the Illinois aggregatesindustry in conformancewith Section6.5 of the SurfaceMined-Land
ConservationandReclamationAct
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In the eventthat the Board electsto begin regulatingquarry blastingoperations,the IAAP
submitsthatSection901.109(b)ofthependingrulesshouidbeamendedto readasfollows:

Section901.109 Highly-ImpulsiveSoundFromExplosiveBlasting

b) Compliancewith outdoorpeaksoundpressurelevel limits in thefollowing table
shallconstituteprimafacie level limits ofthisrule whenmeasuredonsuch
receivingClassA orB land.

EquivalentMaximum SoundPressureLevel (Peak)Limits in Decibels

LowerFrequencyLimit of ReceivingClassA Land ReceivingClassif Land
MeasuringSystemfor Flat (dB) (dE)
Response,aVariationfrom
LinearResponseOf±or -

3dB(Hz)

<p0.1 135 140
~ 2.0butgreaterthan0.1 4~133 447133
~60butgrcaterthnn20 130 135

Theseproposedamendmentseliminate the referencesto 0.1 instruments(laboratory-grade
monitoring devicesnot usedin the field) and 60 instruments(monitoring devicesno longer
manufactured) In addition,theseproposedamendmentsbringtheairblastlevelsatbothClassA
and ClassB landto 133 dB, thelimit employednationwideto limit air overpressurefrom the
detonationofexplosivesIn short, theseamendmentswill ensurethat our industryis subjectedto
a single regulatorystandard,whetherourmembersare monitOring’by 1DNR, theBoard’or by
interestedcitizens. 0
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